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R e p ro d u ctive  R e se a rch  C a p tu re s  M edia A tte n tio n
Q  esearch that iden­
tifies a physiological 
role for estrogen in 
male fertility made 
news around the 
world in December.
Dr. Rex A. Hess and 
Dr. David Bunick, 
veterinary biosciences, 
along with Dr. Janice 
Bahr o f the College 
of Agricultural,
►Consumer and Envi­
ronmental Sciences, 
led a team o f researchers in the work, 
which was reported in the December 
4, 1997, issue o f the journal Nature. 
Broadcast and print media around 
the world, including ABC, N BC , 
CNN, the Washington Post, the New
nature York Times, the Los Angeles Times, media in France, 
Australia, and 
Brazil, and many 
other news and 
science publica­
tions, picked up 
the story.
The research 
involved labora­
tory mice that had 
been genetically 
engineered so that 
they lacked a molecule necessary 
for estrogen to work. The mice were 
unable to absorb fluid surrounding 
sperm in the excurrent ducts o f the 
testis, the researchers found. As a 
result, the sperm did not become
The ghost of an ice-sneet
Nematodes RNA and sexuai fate 
Oestrogen A male hormone 
Meteorite impacts Sizing up Chicxulub
concentrated, and the resulting 
dilute sperm left the mice sterile.
The research provides the first 
recognized physiological function 
for estrogen in males. Dr. Hess said, 
“We can now say that this female 
hormone is intimately involved in 
regulating fertility in the male, 
because if  you block the estrogen 
receptors function, you will have 
infertility. It is very likely that this 
will be a similar finding in humans.”
In fact, a recent paper by a German 
group showed that estrogen receptor 
is expressed in the reproductive tract 
o f men and it is found principally in 
the efferent ductules.
The discovery that estrogen is vital 
to sperm count fuels concerns over 
the effects o f environmental estro­
gens, via exposure to pesticides and 
industrial chemicals, on male repro­
duction, especially because declines 
in human sperm counts have been 
reported worldwide.
Other coauthors o f the Nature pa­
per included veterinary biosciences 
graduate student Ki.-Ho Lee and 
researchers at the University o f 
Missouri at Columbia and at 
the National Institutes o f Health 
National Institute o f Environmental 
Health Sciences at Research Triangle 
Park, N .C. ■
S u rg e  in A p p lic a tio n s  A ttr ib u ta b le  
to N e w  S e rv ic e
Over 1,000 applications to the veterinary degree program poured in last fall, 
about three times the number o f applications received in 1996. Though the 
change is dramatic, the increase may be explained by the fact that this was 
the first admissions cycle in which the College was a full participant in the 
Veterinary Medicine Colleges Application Service (VM CAS).
L VMCAS is a centralized application service, begun in 1995 by the Associa­
tion o f American Veterinary Medical Colleges, that collects* processes, and 
distributes applications to most o f the 27 U.S. veterinary schools. It allows 
applicants to provide admissions information once, then pay to have it sent 
to as many schools as they choose. The service does not play any role in the 
selection process.
f “I am surprised by the increase,” noted interim associate dean o f Academic 
and Student Affairs Dr. Gerald Pijanowski. “We used VM CA S last year for 
non-resident applications, but didn’t get as many. That could be because last 
year we moved the deadline up and may have caught unawares some who 
were planning to apply.”
y , The majority o f the applications— over 700— are from out o f state. How­
ever, only about 20 o f the 100 student slots available will go to non-residents. 
“W hat this means is that the competition for non-resident slots is going to be 
a little stiffer,” said Dr. Pijanowski.
Lio n  Q u e e n s  
R ule  H e a rts  in A IC
From October to January, Nala (left) and Lea, two 
lion cubs from the Exotic Feline Rescue Center o f 
Center Point, Indiana, spent their days charming 
everyone at the Acute Illness Clinic and their 
nights at the home o f veterinary technician Kim 
Kensell, a rescue center volunteer.
W hen she was only two weeks old, Nala came 
to the clinic infected with tetanus. “Her body was 
stiff, but warm,” Kensell said. Doctors weren’t 
sure Nala would recover, but with Kensell’s 24- 
hour T L C  at work and home, Dr. Tom Burke’s 
care in the clinic, and treatment 
with tetanus antitoxin 
and antibiotics, Nala
soon was able to raise her head. Dr. Ann 
Johnson performed corrective 
surgery on both lion cubs for 
contracted rear tendons.
“They’re spoiled rotten,”
Kensell said, but she had 
no reluctance to return 
them to the rescue center: 
the cubs will weigh more than 
250 lbs when full grown.
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Dates to RememberP lanned E x c e lle n c e
1 BY DR.TED VALLI
This College has national 
leadership in the areas o f  
reproductive biology, infectious 
diseases, and environmental 
toxicology. Emerging areas o f  
emphasis include clinical imaging, 
oncology, and food  safety.
Q t s  never too early to plan.
Although the fiscal year does not start until July and the academic year until Septem­
ber, we are busy now making decisions that will keep us on the pathway o f excellence 
in the future.
Preparing for FY 99, the Urbana campus is using a new budget reform planning 
process designed to reward units on their overall productivity. This approach is nothing 
new to the College o f Veterinary Medicine; we have been involved in annual strategic 
planning for nearly 10 years because o f the initiatives o f the Pew Foundation.
The new budgeting plans more closely relate funding requests to programmatic 
development. Excellence in academic programs is created by identifying priorities 
and building faculty strength in those areas. This College has national leadership in 
the areas o f reproductive biology, infectious diseases, and environmental toxicology. 
Emerging areas o f emphasis include clinical imaging, oncology, and food safety.
_____  To complement our leading faculty, we seek a student body in both the
professional and graduate degree programs with high levels o f intellectual 
capability and commitment.
A lot o f effort goes into the selection o f our incoming professional stu­
dents. T he admissions committee is currently choosing the Class o f 2002  
from among more than 1,000 applicants. Our admissions procedures pay 
off. The Class o f 2001 is made up o f good students. Last fall semester, 
as always, I served as a laboratory demonstrator in first-year histology.
I do this not only to contribute to the teaching program but also to get 
to know the students personally. Most o f this class came here with one 
or more degrees and a strong commitment to learn. Still, most have never 
before in their lives worked as hard as they are required to do to master 
the foundations o f medicine for the D V M  program. Work is now under way to review 
the professional curriculum to ensure that our graduates are prepared to meet the needs 
o f society.
The College is also developing areas o f programmatic emphasis that are relevant to 
current needs and are strategically placed to be successful in competition for research 
funding. One such area is genomics. T he Biotechnology Center on the Urbana campus, 
in order to lead in this emerging area, has broadened its scope to include the study o f 
DN A in plants, animals, and microbes. The deans o f five colleges— medicine, veteri­
nary medicine, agriculture, engineering, and liberal arts and sciences— are collaborat­
ing to develop a new center o f excellence in genomics at the University o f Illinois. 
Because o f the much-expanded use o f transgenic research animals, facilities to house 
and handle these animals are in demand. We are working to link this need to our own 
need for a level III biocontainment facility that will permit the safe study o f infectious 
agents important in human and animal health.
In addition, we are also working with our colleagues in the College o f Agricultural, 
Consumer and Environmental Sciences on plans for a new development in the South 
Farms, which includes major developments in new facilities for animal teaching and 
research at the Urbana campus.
These are exciting times, and we are making plans to keep it that way. H
W ith  S m a ll A n im a l P ro g ra m  S ta rtin g ,
E V P  N o t J u s t  for S w in e  P ra c titio n e rs  A n y  M ore
Q  unique continuing education 
opportunity for small animal veteri­
narians— the Executive Veterinary 
Program (EVP) Certificate in Small 
Animal Health Management— will 
begin this September.
The College’s Office o f Continuing 
Education-Public Service (CEPS)/ 
Extension is modeling its new 
program after the award-winning 
Certificate in Swine Health Manage­
ment program, which will be offering 
its fourth class this fall. Like the 
swine certificate program, the small 
animal program will meet in Urbana 
every other month, for three days 
each time, over a two-year period. 
Participants will attend twelve inte­
grated modules designed to improve 
the communication, business, and
strategic planning skills o f small 
animal practitioners.
“The program will give practitio­
ners a chance to interact with 
nationally recognized experts from 
industry and academia as well as 
with colleagues from around the 
country,” noted Dr. Lydia Miller, a 
1994 graduate who is coordinating 
the new EVP. “The modules are 
arranged so that insights and under­
standing build throughout the 
program, enabling practitioners to 
better meet the expanding challenges 
o f the veterinary profession. Another 
big plus is exposure to existing and 
developing career opportunities for 
small animal health care professionals 
with problem-solving abilities.”
Course work completed through 
either the small animal or the swine 
program may be applicable to a 
master’s degree at the University 
o f Illinois.
For more information about the 
small animal certificate, contact 
Dr. Miller or CEPS coordinator 
Dr. LeRoy Biehl at 217/333-2907. 
To find out about the next swine 
EVP class, call Dr. Larry Firkins at 
the same number. ■
March 16,1998— Alumni Reception I 
at AAHA Convention, Chicago, III.
Call Beth Erwin, 217/333-2762.
M arch 20-22,1998— Chicagoland 
Family Pet Show, Arlington Heights, III. 
Call Kimberly Meenen, 217/333-2762.
M arch 27-29,1998— International 
Kennel Club Show, Chicago, III. Call 
Kimberly Meenen, 217/333-2762.
A p ril 4 ,1998— Veterinary Medicine 
Open House, Urbana, III. Call Chris 
Beuoy, 217/333-2907.
A p ril 10 ,1998— Conference on New 
and Re-Emerging Infectious Diseases, 
Urbana, III. Contact Dr. Roberto 
Docampo, 217/333-3845; 
rodoc@ uiuc.edu.
A p ril 11,1998— Llama and Alpaca 
Neonatal Clinic, Urbana, III. Sponsored 
by the Illinois Llama Association. 
Contact Lori May at Central Prairie 
Llamas, 217/935-8745, or Dr. Dawn 
Morin at CVM, 217/333-2000.
A p ril 17,1998— 40th Class Reunion 
(1958), Urbana, III. Call Kimberly 
Meenen, 217/333-2762.
A p ril 25 ,1998— Annual Awards & 
Scholarships Ceremony and Banquet, 
Urbana, III. Call Kimberly Meenen, 
217/333-2762.
May 1 7 ,1998— Commencement 
Reception for Graduates, Families, 
and Attendees, Urbana, III. Call Beth 
Erwin, 217/333-2762.
May 18-22,1998— Workshop on 
Molecular Biology, Urbana, III. Contact: 
Dr. Susan Steenbergen, Veterinary 
Pathobiology, 217/244-6409; 
e-vimr@ uiuc.edu.
O ctober 15-16,1998— Fall Conference 
for Veterinarians with special 50th 
Anniversary Kick-off, Urbana, III. Call 
LeRoy Biehl, 217/333-2907.
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D ig ita l H ig h w a y  A llo w s  
Fre e  F lo w  of In fo rm a tio n
BY MITZI WILLIAMS, LIBRARIAN
LV D M  Staff C h a n g e s  Put 
F o cu s  on S e rv ic e
Last summer traffic on the “digital highway” that links the library in the Basic 
Sciences building to other campus libraries expanded greatly. Newly installed 
high-level computers and newly purchased multiple-use licenses now transport 
users anywhere on campus— faculty in the clinics or in their offices, students 
in the computer lab— to a “virtual” reference library.
Important references with easy access include Biological Abstracts, useful for 
basic life science literature searches; LEXIS/N EXIS, a database for legal and 
newspaper information; A G RIC O LA  and CAB Abstracts, the world’s most 
complete veterinary and animal science information; legislative information 
and a list o f doctorate dissertations previously available only at the main 
library’s reference department; and much, much more.
• Despite our library’s very limited budget for book purchases, students and 
faculty have benefited enormously from the resources now available digitally. 
The students still pack the library before exams, and they still come to the li­
brary for books and journals. But with the digital highway, they need not 
travel to campus to take advantage o f all the electronic developments afforded 
by the U IU C  library system, including immediate delivery o f some journal 
articles in full text.
You can visit the Vet Med library home page at http://www.library.uiuc.edu/ 
vex, and travel to the main library from there. Access to many commercial
reference products, however, is restricted to University personnel only.
Academ ic Affairs 
Undertakes O u tco m es 
Assessm ent
C V M  E xp e rts  
Fe ature d  on Radio 
P rogram
‘The College wants to graduate 
:he very best, well-rounded veteri- 
aarians,” said Dr. Jim  Hixon, 
nterim assistant dean in the Office 
)f Academic and Student Affairs. 
‘Outcomes assessment is a new step 
hat will enable us to evaluate the 
College’s educational program.”
In the next few months, a short 
urvey will be sent to graduates o f 
997, 1995, and 1993 as well as to 
heir employers. College faculty and 
urrent fourth-year students will also 
« surveyed. The mailings will be 
andled outside the College, and the 
lentities o f survey respondents will 
ot be known within the College. 
^‘Combined with summaries from 
le National Board Examination and 
’finical Competency Test and other 
form ation, these surveys will help 
S evaluate the overall quality o f 
ar educational program,” said Dr. 
ixon. “Our objective is improve­
ment. We need the cooperation o f 
umni to make this work.”
The final report will be posted 
the College Web site.
The College o f  Veterinary Medicine 
at Illinois has been invited to con­
tribute to Animal Instincts, a 60- 
second daily radio spot sponsored 
by the Ralston Purina Company and 
distributed to stations in 31 states 
as well as to the Armed Forces Radio 
Network. Dr. Allan Paul, small 
animal Extension veterinarian, was 
the first to contribute, taping an 
interview on fleas and other pesky 
parasites. The spots featuring Dr. 
Paul should air early this year.
W hile College faculty frequently 
share their expertise with the public 
through print and broadcast media, 
the radio program, like the weekly 
pet and horse columns distributed to 
the media via the veterinary Exten­
sion office, is an ongoing program. 
For more information on the pet 
columns, see the Web site at http:// 
www. cvm. uiuc.edu/ceps/index, htm l.
T a lk in g  T u rk e y  on 
th e  Internet
The U I-C V M  Web site was busy 
last fall! According to Dr. Ronald 
D . Smith, College Webmaster and 
Director o f Veterinary Medical 
Informatics, 139,313 files were 
downloaded by 12,169 different 
Internet users in the month o f 
November. Pet columns warning 
pet owners not to feed turkey and 
Thanksgiving leftovers to their pets 
were downloaded almost 1,600 
times. (During non-turkey months, 
for comparison, this file is accessed 
about 30 times.)
“We want to give veterinary practi­
tioners greater consulting and follow­
up support service by having a core 
o f readily available diagnosticians 
whose efforts are concentrated on 
diagnostic service,” said Dr. John J. 
Andrews, director o f the Laboratory 
o f Veterinary Diagnostic Medicine at 
the College o f Veterinary Medicine.
W ith that goal in mind, now 
among LV D M ’s full-time diagnosti­
cians are Dr. Carol Lichtensteiger, 
who previously had a partial appoint­
ment in the LVDM , and Dr. Keith 
Bailey, who recently joined the 
LVDM  staff from the veterinary 
diagnostic laboratory system in 
Arkansas.
Dr. Lichtensteiger has been at 
the University o f Illinois College 
o f Veterinary Medicine since 1992. 
She earned her undergraduate and 
veterinary degrees at The Ohio State 
University. She then completed a 
pathology residency at the University 
o f Pennsylvania and a doctorate o f 
veterinary science at Washington 
State University and spent 3 years 
in mixed animal practice. Dr. 
Lichtensteiger s diagnostic interests 
are in dermatopathology and food 
animal pathology and her research 
interests center on swine respiratory 
diseases, including exploring PC R 
as a diagnostic tool.
Dr. Bailey earned a veterinary 
medicine degree and doctorate in 
veterinary pathology at the University 
o f Missouri-Columbia, where he 
worked in a diagnostic laboratory 
similar to the Illinois LVDM . “I ’m 
excited about returning to an envi­
ronment that integrates teaching 
students, consulting with producers 
and practitioners, and conferring 
with top-notch researchers on 
intriguing cases,” said Dr. Bailey. His 
main areas o f interest are diagnostics 
in swine and cattle. He also brings a
Dr. Keith Bailey Dr. Carol
Lichtensteiger
great deal o f experience in poultry 
diagnostic medicine from his diag­
nostic activities in Arkansas.
Drs. Lichtensteiger and Bailey will 
divide their time among working 
with fourth-year D V M  students and 
pathology graduate students on the 
necropsy floor, examining biopsies, 
and evaluating laboratory test results 
and writing reports. Six diagnosti­
cians now have primary responsibili­
ties in the LVDM : Drs. Bailey; 
Lichtensteiger; E. J. Ehrhart, 
pathology; G. Meerdink, toxicology; 
R. Murnane, zoo pathology; and J. 
Andrews, pathology/administration. 
Seven other faculty members with 
diverse backgrounds and strengths 
have partial appointments and sig­
nificant activity providing diagnostic 
services.
In addition to the staffing changes, 
the LVDM  is pursuing other avenues 
for increasing service to the state.
For example, the LVDM  has added 
Johne’s ELISA serology testing and, 
in collaboration with the College’s 
dairy Extension veterinarian, Dr. 
Dick Wallace, is making available a 
kit for mastitis testing. The LVDM  
is also working with the Illinois D e­
partment o f Agriculture veterinary 
diagnostic laboratories in Galesburg 
and Centralia to strengthen diagnos­
tic services throughout the state and 
to emphasize the flow o f research 
findings into practical application in 
the diagnostic laboratories o f Illinois.
BTen years after completing an internship and residency at the University o f Illinois,Dr. Marcella Ridgway has joined the faculty 
as a clinical assistant professor in veterinary 
clinical medicine. She receives patients with the medical 
team and teaches fourth-year veterinary students during 
their internal medicine rotation. “I ’ve missed teaching,”
Dr. Ridgway said. “It’s exciting to help other people in their pursuit o f being 
veterinary professionals.”
In the past ten years Dr. Ridgway worked full-time in a private practice in 
Decatur, Illinois, and traveled throughout the state as a relief veterinarian.
Dr. Ridgway graduated from the University o f Pennsylvania with a V M D .
In January 1997 she received a master’s degree in veterinary clinical medicine 
from the University o f Illinois. Interested in gastroenterology, Dr. Ridgway 
examined roto virus in puppies for her thesis.
From April to August, Dr. Ridgway spends her limited free time as a steward 
o f the prairie— keeping weeds under control and making sure visitors don’t 
damage the plants in the prairie conservation area near her home.
New
Faculty
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S c h o la rly  S u p p o rt B en efits  S tu d e n ts  and S p o n so rs BY CAREY CHECCA
EZ2 ise investments have big payoffs. By investing in students at the College 
o f Veterinary Medicine through scholarships, fellowships, and residencies, 
companies and organizations relieve students o f financial worry and encourage 
new generations o f practitioners, specialists, and researchers. They also build 
appreciation and recognition among the future leaders in veterinary medicine.
Rachel K. Niemuth is one o f four 
Class o f 2000  veterinary students 
nationwide who were awarded the 
F. Edward Herbert Armed Forces 
Health Professions Scholarship for 
Veterinary Medicine. She was 
commissioned a second lieutenant 
in the U.S. Army last summer.
The scholarship pays for Niemuth’s 
tuition, fees, books, and equipment 
and provides her with a monthly 
stipend. After graduation, Niemuth 
will serve 3 years in the Army Veteri­
nary Corps and 3 years on reserve 
duty. Army veterinarians provide 
care to the working dogs and other 
animals for all the branches o f the 
armed forces.
“Illinois had three very strong can­
didates,” Captain Everett Gregory, 
Jr., o f the St. Louis recruiting center, 
said. The Armed Forces Health 
Professional scholarships are very 
competitive.
W ith the scholarship, Niemuth 
will graduate from the College with­
out any debt. ‘T il  be able to build 
up capital to start my own practice,” 
she said.
Niemuth, who grew up in 
Princeton, Illinois, entered the 
D V M  program after studying biol­
ogy at Trinity Christian College in 
Palos Heights, Illinois, for two years 
and then transferring to the Univer­
sity o f Illinois to study biology for 
another year. “I decided in high- 
school I wanted to do something 
really challenging,” Niemuth said.
Her Merck &  
Co. Fellowship 
in Toxicologic 
Pathology gives 
Dr. Laura 
Gumprecht, a 
1993 graduate
o f the College, the luxury to spend 
more time doing research than work­
ing in the diagnostic lab.
After Dr. Gumprecht completed 
her freshman year at Illinois’s veteri­
nary school, she was awarded a 
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation 
Fellowship at Cornell University’s 
College o f Veterinary Medicine
where she learned about Merck’s 
internship program. “I knew I 
wanted to do pathology,” Gumprecht 
said. “But I didn’t know enough 
about the pharmaceutical industry.”
After participating in the Merck 
internship program for two summers 
and completing her D V M , Dr. 
Gumprecht started work on her 
Ph.D. in veterinary pathobiology. 
Merck &  Co. awarded her a four- 
year Merck Fellowship in Toxicologic 
Pathology. Her Merck fellowship has 
funded her research, which looks at 
the low-dose effects o f fumonisin, a 
fungal toxin, on the immune system 
o f swine.
Last fall Dr. Gumprecht shared in 
the Joseph O. Alberts Award for an 
outstanding graduate student. She 
is not only involved in research but 
participated in the department’s 
teaching program and is a resident 
in the Laboratories o f Veterinary 
Diagnostic Medicine. She is regarded 
as a highly motivated student with a 
positive, “can-do” attitude and high 
ethical standards.
She expects to finish her Ph.D . in 
1998.
Dr. Marie 
Nadeau wants to 
unite her oncol­
ogy background 
with a surgical 
residency and 
become one o f
the few D V M  surgical oncologists in 
the world.
Currently Dr. Nadeau is an oncol­
ogy resident in the department o f 
veterinary clinical medicine. Her 
3-year residency is being funded by 
the Ralston Purina Co.
“There are three methods o f 
treating cancer,” Dr. Nadeau said. 
“Chemotherapy, radiation therapy, 
and surgery. Surgery is the most 
curative.”
Most cancerous tumors have a sui 
gical component. By first studying 
the medical side o f the problem anc 
later the surgical side, Dr. Nadeau 
believes she’ll get a better idea o f th< 
big picture o f cancer.
Dr. Nadeau earned her D V M  at 
the University o f Montreal and thei 
came to the College as an intern in 
small animal medicine and surgery. 
She stayed on as a resident to work 
with Dr. Barbara Kitchell in the 
College’s Cancer Care Clinic.
“Dr. Nadeau is energetic and 
enthusiastic,” Dr. Kitchell said. 
“We’re very fortunate to have her.”
Dr. Nadeau also pursues research 
interests in the effects o f nutrition 
on cancer and x>n surgical oncology 
techniques. She helps D V M  studen 
see patients and learn to diagnose 
problems. Eventually, she wants to 
complete a surgical residency. W ith 
Dr. Kitchell, she’s also working 
to translate to human medicine 
knowledge gained through cancer 
treatment o f animals. Small animal 
patients brought to the Cancer 
Care Clinic sometimes participate , 
in research trials for drug treatment 
with the consent o f their owners.
“Cancer is a hot topic. It’s 
changing constantly, so you can 
never know it all,” Dr. Nadeau said 
“W ithout the help o f Purina and 
other companies who fund residen­
cies like mine, I couldn’t pursue my 
goals.” ■
A re a  In s titu tio n s  C o lla b o ra te  
to  T re a t  L la m a  B u rn  P a tie n t
Experts in treating human burn 
victims worked with veterinarians at 
the Large Animal Clinic to help T.J., 
a 3-year-old llama that was seriously 
injured in a Peotone, Illinois, fire last 
November 30. The llama had burns 
covering about 40 percent o f its 
body.
Dr. Pam Walker, who admitted 
the case, and Drs. Dawn Morin and 
Fiona Maunsell sought advice from 
Dr. Marcus Ortega, burn fellow, and 
Dr. Evan Manolis, chief resident in 
plastic surgery, both affiliated with 
the Regional Burn Center at Spring- 
field (Illinois) Memorial Medical 
Center and Southern Illinois 
University School o f Medicine.
College faculty had little experi­
ence with this sort o f case because
burn victims in large ani­
mal veterinary medicine 
rarely survive due to com­
plications caused by smoke 
inhalation. The physicians 
aided in the removal o f 
large portions o f burned 
skin, offered advice on care 
o f the burns, and provided 
supplies for his care.
Llamas have unusually 
thick skin, particularly in the neck 
region, and they are high-risk, 
patients when undergoing general 
anesthesia, characteristics that made 
T .J.’s care especially tricky.
Other institutions that joined 
the effort to help T.J. include Carle 
Hospital, Urbana; Purdue University 
College o f Veterinary Medicine,
Dr. Pam Walker recently took T.J. outside 
the Large Animal Clinic for the first time in 
more than 5 weeks.
West Lafayette, Indiana; and Veteri­
nary Products Laboratories, Phoe­
nix, Arizona, all o f which donated 
specialized medical supplies for burn 
victims.
H igh S ch o o le rs  
G a in  Insight into 
V e te rin a ry  Professioi
Nine area high school students witl 
an interest in veterinary medicine 
spent a day trailing C V M  faculty 
through “Project Insight,” a progra 
o f the Champaign County Chamb 
o f Commerce. The purpose was to 
develop understanding about oblig 
tions, values, and work satisfaction 
between working adults and the 
students who participated in the 
program. Dr. Erwin Small, associai 
dean o f alumni and public affairs, 
paired the youths with hospital 
clinicians Drs. Gordon Baker, Pete 
Constable, Paul Gerding, Kinga 
Gortel, Ralph Hamor, Barbara 
Kitchell, Donald Kraweic, and 
Sandra Manfra.
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In February, after 24 years o f dedicated service, Dr. 
Robert Keough (’55) will retire as the Cook County 
Animal Control administrator. In 1967 Dr. Keough 
opened Bevlab Veterinary Hospital, which he owns, in 
Blue Island, Illinois. Bevlab was ahead o f its time: the 
hospital used specialists before specialists were common 
in veterinary clinics.
In 1974, Dr. Keough accepted the part-time position 
o f Cook County Animal Control administrator. For 
more than two decades he has shown veterinarians and animal control profes­
sionals how to handle and understand animals that bite and has made sure 
rabies didnt become a major problem in the state’s most populated county.
This job is as much o f a service to the profession as a service to the public,” 
Dr. Keough said. Over the past three years Dr. Keough’s research on raccoon 
and deer in the Cook County Forest Preserve has generated more than 
$200 ,000  in grant funding.
Over the years, Dr. Keough has served the veterinary profession as president 
o f CVM A, president o f the Midwest Small Animal Association, hospital direc­
tor for the American Heartworm Society, and head o f the bylaws committee 
o f ISVM A. He currently sits on the board o f the Midwest Small Animal 
Association.
After retirement Dr. Keough will limit himself to one job— working at his 
animal hospital. He and his wife, Julie, live in Chicago.
■  Dr. Gerald 
Hankes (’61) was 
named interim head 
o f Small Animal Sur­
gery and Medicine at 
the College o f Veterinary Medicine, 
Auburn University, last summer.
I  Dr. Mel Balk (’69) has been 
named president o f the Charles 
River Foundation, which is part 
of Charles River Labs, Inc., 
Wilmington, Massachusetts. He 
plans to focus on science and tech­
nology issues important to the 
company and its customers. Dr.
Balk resides with his wife, Judy, in 
Chester, New Hampshire, and 
Upper Captiva Island, Florida.
■  Dr. James McKean (’70), o f 
Ames, Iowa, has been elected presi­
dent-elect o f the American Veterinary 
Medical Law Association. Dr. Gregg 
Scoggins (’90), o f Richmond, 
Virginia, is currently serving as 
president o f that organization.
I ■  Dr. Douglas Feller (’77) was pro­
moted from director, Animal Health 
International Research and Technical 
Consulting, to executive director, 
Animal Health Research and Devel­
opment, at Elanco Animal Health.
Dr. Feller joined Eli Lilly in 1981 in 
Animal Science Field Research. Flis 
other positions there have included 
manager, Animal Science Regulatory 
Affairs; lead o f European Animal 
Science Research (at Lilly Research 
Centre, Erl Wood, U .K .); and 
lead o f Animal Science Discovery 
Research.
I  Dr. Robert DeNovo, Jr. (’77)
vas one o f two faculty members at 
he University o f Tennessee College 
)f Veterinary Medicine to receive 
he 1997 Lindsay Young Teaching 
Ward in December. The award
recognizes excellence in veterinary 
teaching. He has taught at U T  since 
1981 and previously has won the 
Outstanding Educator Award there.
■  Dr. Stephen Barten (’78), o f the
Vernon Hills Animal Hospital in 
Mundelein, Illinois, was named 
1997 Speaker o f the Year for the 
Exotic Animal Program o f the North 
American Veterinary Conference. 
The award is based on evaluations 
by conference attendees.
I  Many C V M  alumni helped 
Dr. Kathy Tyler (’81) and Ken 
Pacholski celebrate their wedding 
last November. Attending the recep­
tion in La Grange, Illinois, were 
Drs. Erwin Small (’57), Bob 
Archer (’74), Jim Dickes (’83), 
Kathleen Deering (’88), and fellow 
Class o f ’81 members Gary 
Brummet, Tom Dujmovich,
Duane Dust, Bob Entwistle, John
Fassbinder, Scott Gocken, Donna 
Juhl, Rosemary LoGuidice, and 
Nancy Shubeck.
■  Dr. Randall Junge (’85), M S, 
passed the board examination to 
become a member o f the American 
College o f Zoological Medicine.
He is currently a staff veterinarian at 
the St. Louis Zoological Park and an 
adjunct professor at the College o f 
Veterinary Medicine, University o f 
Missouri, Columbia.
■  Dr. Gregory A. Mauck (’86) was 
elected president o f the Eastern Illi­
nois Veterinary Medical Association. 
For the past 10 years he has owned 
and managed the Kaskaskia Valley 
Animal Hospital, a solo practice in 
Sullivan, Illinois. He and his wife, 
Kim, have three sons— Jacob, 13; 
John, 2; and Brent, born March 22, 
1997— and a daughter, Madison, 6.
C e le b ra te  50 Y e a rs  of H e a rt
In
loriam
I Gary James Barton, former 
lember o f the Class o f ’79, died in 
.och ester, New York, last fall o f the 
ead injury he incurred in Urbana 
1 years ago when, as a second-year 
sterinary student, he was hit by a 
ir on North Lincoln Avenue. He 
ad been trying to rescue an injured 
3g. Mr. Barton had remained in a 
>ma since the accident.
In the fall o f 1948, twenty-four 
veterans o f World War II proudly 
enrolled as the first class in the new 
College o f Veterinary Medicine at 
the University o f Illinois.
As we arrive at the College’s 50th 
anniversary, the occasion invites 
reflections about our past, proclama­
tions about our present, and catalysts 
for our future.
W ith the motto “Heart, Vision, 
Voice,” the College tells the world 
that we are grounded in science and 
inquiry into the workings o f the 
body, we are committed to improv­
ing the health and welfare o f humans 
and animals, and we are united as 
a caring community. Look for this 
special 50th anniversary logo on 
communications from the College 
throughout the celebration.
The coming year provides a 
chance to showcase the College and 
its history to our alumni and others 
in the veterinary, academic, and 
scientific fields, as well as to all the 
people who are served by the College 
and its graduates. The people o f the 
College— alumni, students, faculty, 
staff, and friends— form its heart, 
vision, and voice: by caring; by 
thinking, discovering, and planning;
■  Dr. Martha (Lee) Armour (’89) 
and her husband, Todd, announce 
the birth o f their daughter, Lydia Lee 
Armour, on July 27, 1997. Lydia 
joins her two-year-old brother, 
Mitchell Eric. Martha left small ani­
mal practice in 1996 to be the farm 
veterinarian on their Holstein dairy 
farm in Carlinville, Illinois.
■  Dr. J. B. Bruederle (’91), with 
Burnham Park Animal Hospital in 
Chicago, is coordinator o f the Third 
Annual Conference sponsored by 
the Midwest Exotic Pet Seminars
in cooperation with the Chicago 
Veterinary Medical Association.
This opportunity for 16 hours o f 
continuing education credit for vet­
erinarians will focus on intermediate 
to advanced topics for practitioners 
and will include a small mammals 
dental wet lab. It will be held March 
27 to 29 in Oak Brook, Illinois. For 
more information, call Dr. Bruederle 
at 312/663-9200.
■  Dr. Robyn (Rausch) Vinson
(’91) has completed the Beef Cattle 
Production Management Series IV  
at the Great Plains Veterinary Educa­
tional Center, MARC, in Clay Cen­
ter, Nebraska. This intense 18-month 
course encompasses nutrition, risk 
management, marketing, epidemiol­
ogy, and financial analysis for beef 
operations. Participants develop the 
tools necessary to serve the beef 
industry in ways that transcend tradi­
tional veterinary roles. Dr. Vinson 
practices in a predominantly cow/ 
calf practice in Tecumseh, Nebraska.
■  Dr. Joanne Carlson (’93) was 
appointed the DuPage County vet­
erinarian administrator in November 
1997. She also ran the Chicago 
marathon last fall, completing the 
26.2-m ile course in 4 hours and 23 
minutes.
, V is io n , V o ic e
and by taking action and speaking 
out on behalf o f all creatures, espe­
cially those that cannot speak for 
themselves.
Plans under way for the celebration 
include highlighting our history in 
displays at the state fairs and other 
public events, kicking o ff the 
anniversary with a very special Fall 
Conference (October 15 and 16), 
creating a commemorative 16-month 
calendar, throwing a birthday bash 
in conjunction with Open House 
1999 on April 10, and much more.
We hope you will celebrate your 
connection to the College this year. 
For more information about the 
plans, contact Dr. Robert Twardock, 
chair o f the 50th celebration com­
mittee, or Chris Beuoy, College 
editor.
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■  Dr. Val Beasley, veterinary bio­
sciences, spoke about “Ecosystem 
Health: Paradigm for Prioritized 
Research and Policy” at the annual 
meeting for the Society o f Environ­
mental Toxicology and Chemistry 
in San Francisco, California, in 
November.
■  Several oncology residents made 
presentations at the Veterinary 
Cancer Society Annual Meeting in 
Chicago in December. Dr. Barbara 
Biller, a resident from 1994 to
1997, received the Resident Research 
Award for her abstract entitled 
“Evaluation ofTelomerase Expres­
sion to Detect Malignant Cells in 
Canine Effusions.” She received 
funding to present an expanded 
version o f her paper at a May meet­
ing o f the American College o f 
Veterinary Internal Medicine in 
San Diego. Other residents who pre­
sented in December were Dr. Ravi 
Dhaliwal, on CT/M RI Comparison 
o f Canine Nasal Tumors; Multidrug 
Resistance Markers in Canine Lym­
phoma; Dr. Marie-Eve Nadeau,
Low Dose Cisplatin and Radio­
therapy for Treatment o f Canine Na­
sal Sinus Tumors; and Dr. Kristin 
Knipper, COPLA/LVP Protocol for 
Treatment o f Canine Lymphomas.
■  Drs. David Bunick and Paul 
Cooke, both o f veterinary bio­
sciences, made several presentations 
in Japan last October. At a special 
scientific symposium on mammalian 
reproductive biology, which was part 
o f the 124th meeting o f the Japanese 
Society o f Veterinary Science held at 
Kagoshima University on the island 
o f Kyushu, Dr. Bunick spoke on 
“Estrogen: A Male Reproductive 
Hormone” and Dr. Cooke spoke 
on “Thyroid Hormone Effects on 
Testicular Growth, Maturation and 
Function.” In Tokyo, Dr. Bunick 
presented his research findings at 
the University o f Tokyo’s Animal 
Resource Science Laboratory o f Cel­
lular Biochemistry and Dr. Cooke 
spoke at Yokohama City University’s 
Graduate School o f Integrated 
Science. T he two also made presen­
tations at the Department o f Animal 
Science, University o f Tokohura.
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■  In September, Dr. Robert 
Clarkson, veterinary clinical 
medicine, was presented with the 
Speaker’s Award by the Spectroscopy 
Society o f Pittsburgh. After being 
presented with the award, he spoke 
about “Multi-Frequency Electron 
Paramagnetic Resonance: From 500 
M H z to 500 G H z.’y This fall, Dr. 
Clarkson spoke at colloquia spon­
sored by the departments o f chemis­
try at the University o f Toledo and at 
Illinois State University on zero field 
splitting in Gd(III) complexes and 
on M R I contrast agents, respectively.
■  Dr. Roberto Docampo, veteri­
nary pathobiology, gave a lecture 
on a novel organelle distinct from 
lysosomes in trypanosomatids at 
the X X IV  Annual Meeting on Basic 
Research in Chagas’ Disease, which 
was held in Brazil in November.
■  Dr. Nicole Ehrhart, veterinary 
clinical medicine, will give presenta­
tions on oncologic surgery and on 
bone, mammary, and oral tumors 
to the Greater St. Louis Veterinary 
Medical Association in April. Drs. 
Barbara Kitchell and Nicole 
Ehrhart, both o f veterinary clinical 
medicine, will give an 8-hour semi­
nar on multimodality cancer therapy 
at the 1998 American Animal Hos­
pital Association meeting in March.
■  Dr. Wanda Haschek-Hock was
invited to serve on the Veterinary 
Medicine Advisory Committee o f 
the Food and Drug Administration. 
This group advises the FD A com­
missioner on issues relating to safe 
and effective drugs, feeds and feed 
additives, and devices for animal use. 
Her term will continue through the 
year 2001.
Dr. Haschek-Hock was also 
recently elected councilor by the 
American College o f Veterinary 
Pathologists and appointed associate 
editor for Toxicological Sciences, a new 
journal o f the Society o f Toxicology.
■  The Department o f Veterinary 
Pathobiology was well represented at 
the American College o f Veterinary 
Pathologists/American Society for 
Veterinary Clinical Pathology meet­
ing, which was held in Albuquerque 
in November. Graduate student 
Dr. Julie Johnson won first place
in the competition for the Young 
Investigator Award for her poster 
“Glycoconjugates and Plasma 
Membrane Vesicles Inhibit 
Cryptosporidium Parvum Sporozo­
ite-Host Cell Recognition.” “Use o f 
PC R  Test to Detect a Fragment o f 
the 16S rRNA o f Haemobartonella 
fe lis  in the Blood o f Acutely Para- 
sitemic Asymptomatic and Steroid 
Challenged Carrier Cats,” a poster 
from graduate student Dr. Linda
Berent, took third place in the 
competition. Assistant professors 
Drs. Phil Solter and Joanne 
Messick and graduate student Dr. 
Chuck Wiedmeyer made platform 
presentations at the meeting.
■  Dr. Barbara Kitchell, veterinary 
clinical medicine, who currently 
serves as president o f the Veterinary 
Cancer Society, was one o f two 
veterinarians among 100 invited 
participants at the joint meeting o f 
the American Association o f Cancer 
Research and the American Society 
o f Clinical Oncologists in Vail, 
Colorado, in July. The topic was 
protocol design for cancer treatment. 
Last fall she spoke on “Spontaneous 
Animal Tumor Models for Cancer 
Drug Discovery” at the Pennsylvania 
Veterinary Medical Association, the 
Washington State King County 
VMA, and the University o f Chicago 
Medical Center Hematology O ncol­
ogy Group. Dr. Kitchell has also re­
ceived a Morris Animal Foundation 
Award for Evaluation ofTelomerase 
Activity in Canine Tumors.
■  In November, Dr. Uriel Kitron,
veterinary pathobiology, was inter­
viewed by New Scientist magazine 
and BB C  Science Watch about his 
work on landscape epidemiology 
and infectious diseases. Landscape 
epidemiology uses tools such as 
geographic information systems and 
satellite images to identify environ­
mental factors that determine disease 
distribution; for example, increases 
in rainfall and acorn production led 
to a population explosion in mice 
and to the Hanta virus outbreak.
He also gave talks on this topic at 
the University o f Oklahoma and the 
Second International Congress o f 
Vector Ecology in Orlando, Florida. 
Dr. Kitron participated in a work­
shop organized by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Yale University 
on the geographic distribution o f 
Lyme disease risk.
■  Dr. Russell J. “Jim” Martin, who
has a faculty appointment in veteri­
nary pathobiology, recently retired 
after 11 years as chief o f the Division 
o f Infectious Diseases at the Illinois 
Department o f Public Health in 
Springfield, Illinois. To honor Dr. 
Martin for his 33 years with ID PH , 
Governor Jim  Edgar proclaimed July 
25, 1997, “Dr. James Martin Day.”
■  At the North American Veterinary 
Conference held in Orlando, Florida, 
in January, Dr. Gavin Meerdink,
Extension, veterinary biosciences, 
and the veterinary diagnostic lab, 
gave presentations on diagnostics 
emissions, mycotoxins, and how 
hemolysis affects laboratory results.
W ith Dr. Robert Nicholson o f Loui­
siana State University, he also gave a 
presentation on intoxications in 
North American livestock.
■  Terry Rathgeber, associate dean 
for development, was named O ut­
standing Fund Raising Executive by 
the East Central Illinois Chapter o f 
the National Society o f Fund Raising 
Executives. T he award recognizes 
exemplary professional practice 
through persuasive, effective, creative 
and stimulating leadership and 
through commitment to non-profit 
organizations.
■  At the Conference o f Research 
Workers in Animal Diseases, held 
in Chicago in November, Dr. Gerti 
Regula, graduate student in veteri­
nary pathobiology, won a prize for 
the best student presentation in the 
Epidemiology and Animal Health 
Economics section for her paper 
entitled “A Herd Health Monitoring 
System for Swifie Operations.”
■  Dr. Richard Wallace, Extension, 
received funding through the “Part­
nership Illinois” outreach program 
on the Urbana campus to monitor 
and communicate the ever-changing 
quality o f Illinois forages during the i 
spring. In early April through June, 
up to 24 Illinois alfalfa fields will be > 
sampled to measure forage quality. 
(The timing o f first harvest for alfalfl 
fields generally determines the qual-i 
ity and yield for the entire growing 
season, and improved forage quality 
will reduce feed costs and improve 
profitability.) Results will be posted 
immediately on the World W ide 
Web to allow producer and media 
access.
Dr. Wallace is also the editor o f 
“Quality M ilk Issues: A Resource fo 
the Illinois Dairy Industry,” a bian­
nual newsletter for dairy producers, 
dairy processors, milk sanitarians, 
milk haulers, and veterinarians.
■  In December, Dr. Federico 
Zuckermann, veterinary pathobiol­
ogy, was inducted into the 26-year- 
old Mexican Veterinary Academy, 
which seeks to promote veterinary 
medicine and research, improve 
postgraduate education, and dis­
seminate information to benefit the 
public. He also gave a seminar on 
“Immunobiology o f extrathymic 
porcine CD 4/CD 8 double positive 
lymphocytes” at the National 
Polytechnical Institute in Mexico 
City. In November, Dr. Zuckerman 
presided over an immunology sessic 
at the 78th Annual Meeting o f the 
Conference o f Research Workers in 
Animal Diseases.
